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October 18, 2016

Mr. Chris Oliver, Executive Director

North Pacific Fishery Management Council
605 West 4th Avenue, Suite 306
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2252

Dear Mr. Oliver:

We have approved Amendment 113 to the Fishery Management Plan for Groundfish of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area (RIN 0648-BF54). This amendment
modifies the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands (BSAI) Pacific cod fishery to set aside a portion of
the Aleutian Islands Pacific cod total allowable catch for harvest by vessels directed fishing for
Aleutian Islands Pacific cod and delivering their catch for processing to shoreside processors
located on land west of 170° W. longitude in the Aleutian Islands (Aleutian Islands shoreplants).
The harvest set-aside applies only if specific notification and performance requirements are met,
and only during the first few months of the fishing year. This harvest set-aside provides the
opportunity for vessels, Aleutian Islands shoreplants, and the communities where Aleutian
Islands shoreplants are located to receive benefits from a portion of the Aleutian Islands Pacific
cod fishery, while the notification and performance requirements preserve an opportunity for the
complete harvest of the BSAI Pacific cod resource should complications arise with participation
in the harvest set-aside fishery. A final rule to implement Amendment 113 will follow at a later
date.

Sincerely,

ames W. Balsiger, Ph.D.
Administrator, Alaska Region
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